
Skiddaw
House

HigHeSt HoStel in Britain

ContaCt US
  Email: info@skiddawhouse.co.uk

  Phone: 07747 174293

  Online: www.skiddawhouse.co.uk

  Facebook: ‘Skiddaw House’ page / ‘Friends of Skiddaw House’ group

  Twitter: @SkiddawHouse

  TripAdvisor: Search for ‘YHA Skiddaw House’.

BaSSentHWaite, KeSWiCK, CUMBria
www.skiddawhouse.co.uk

HoW to FinD US
Skiddaw House is situated at Grid Reference NY 288 291 and can 
be found on Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 Explorer Map Sheet OL4 –  
The English Lakes: NW Area and Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 
Landranger Map Sheet 90 – Penrith & Keswick.

We are situated in a remote valley, at least a 1.5 hour walk from all 
directions. The four easiest approaches (all possible by foot or mountain 
bike) are listed below. You should refer to a map to find these routes:

  From Threlkeld (3.5 miles): The shortest and easiest route, 
recommended for families with young children. Parking space at 
the end of Blease Road beyond the Blencathra Centre. A good 
track contours along the east side of the Glenderaterra valley 
with great views to the south. At the head of the valley the (now 
smaller) path crosses the beck and joins the path from Keswick 
on the west side of the valley.

  From Keswick (3.5 miles): From Latrigg car park the footpath 
heads towards Skiddaw, then turns off right and contours around 
Lonscale Fell, giving fantastic views over the Vale of Keswick. 
The path then passes through a dramatic, but not difficult, rocky 
section high above Glenderaterra Beck before joining the path 
from Threlkeld and heading over the broad col to the hostel.

  From Bassenthwaite (4 miles): From the parking area opposite 
Peter House Farm, a tarmac (private) road heads through fields. 
At a junction a stony track climbs up towards Dash Falls before 
levelling off and passing through heather moorland to the hostel. 
Good views of the dramatic Dead Crags, Whitewater Dash 
Waterfall and the Solway Coast.

  From Mosedale (3.5 miles): Park at the end of the tarmac road 
after Swinside. A mainly level track follows the river through 
the wild-feeling Mosedale (Caldew Valley), becoming a smaller, 
sometimes muddy, footpath that gently climbs towards Skiddaw 
House, with the hostel in view for most of the way.

SKIDDAW HOUSE

HoW to BooK
All reservations must be made in advance. 

General bookings should be made via the YHA. Search for  
‘YHA Skiddaw Bunkhouse’ on their website or call their 
freephone number.

Book online at www.yha.org.uk  
or call freephone 0800 0191 700

To hire the whole hostel or reserve camping, 
please contact the hostel directly at  
info@skiddawhouse.co.uk



VIEW frOm frOnt  DOOr

SKiDDaW HoUSe
Surrounded by mountains and accessible only on foot or by mountain 
bike, Britain’s highest hostel is perfect for fell walkers, mountain bikers, 
adventurous families, and lovers of wild and remote places. Situated at 
1550ft/470m on the flanks of Skiddaw, and 3.5 miles from the nearest road, 
this traditional hostel offers simple yet comfortable accommodation with the 
friendly atmosphere of an alpine hut.

Stay here for a real escape from it all; with no mains electricity, phone signal, 
TV or Internet to distract from the surrounding wilderness. Solar panels 
provide light and hot water, whilst wood-burning stoves provide the  
only heating.

HoStel FaCilitieS
  Beds: Two, four and five-bed rooms can be booked, as well as beds in  
a shared dormitory. The whole hostel can also be hired, with a total of  
22 beds. All bedding is provided.

  Food and drink: YHA Skiddaw is self-catering, but our small shop 
stocks everything you need for breakfast, packed lunches and evening 
meals. We also sell a range of local ales, wine and whisky, so there’s no 
need to carry a heavy bag up the hill.

  Common room / kitchen: The hostel has a traditional common room 
with a 19th century range, wood-burning stove and well equipped 
self-catering kitchen area. A smaller, cosy lounge has books, musical 
instruments, games and a dartboard.

  Access during the day: The common room, kitchen and toilet can  
be accessed outside of hostel opening hours (5pm-10am) via a  
keypad code.

  Showers: With reliable hot water. Towels are available for hire.

  Camping: Available in hostel grounds, with full use of hostel facilities. 
Please book in advance as spaces are limited.

WalKing in tHe area
Skiddaw House makes an excellent base for exploring the Northern 
Fells of the Lake District and for approaching Skiddaw and Blencathra 
from interesting and crowd-free routes. Skiddaw can be ascended, via 
the smaller yet dramatic summits of Bakestall or Lonscale Fell, from 
the hostel. Great Calva, Knott and the beautiful valley of Roughton Gill 
can be taken in en route to High Pike. For a more relaxed day, there are 
several cafés and pubs within walking distance, in Threlkeld, Keswick, 
Bassenthwaite, Mungrisdale, and Caldbeck.

Skiddaw House provides a memorable stay for many on the Cumbria 
Way, being halfway between Keswick and Caldbeck. It is also popular 
with mountain bikers and fell-runners, being on the Skiddaw Loop and 
the Bob Graham Round.

inter-HoStel WalKing roUteS
The Lake District makes a great venue for hostel-to-hostel multi-day 
walking holidays. The hostels and B&Bs in Caldbeck, Cockermouth, 
Keswick and Borrowdale can all be walked to in a day from  
Skiddaw House.

PUBliC tranSPort
  Bus: Public services X4/X5 (Penrith – Keswick). Get off at Threlkeld 
or Keswick.

  Rail: The nearest station is Penrith. Carlisle and Windermere can also 
be reached by bus.

SKiDDaW HoUSe FoUnDation
Skiddaw House Hostel is maintained by the Skiddaw House 
Foundation. A registered charity (No. 1119402) who are committed to, 
“…maintaining, improving and extending the use of Skiddaw House in 
an environmentally sympathetic way”. More details of the work that the 
Skiddaw House Foundation does can be found on our website.

tariFF
  A bed in a shared dormitory: from £15 per night, from £10 for  
under 18s, under 3s free of charge (cot available).

  Private rooms: from £40 (for two, four, five or six people).

  Camping: £8 per person per night.

groUPS
Skiddaw House is available for group hire throughout the year. It makes 
an ideal location for hiking, mountain-biking and birdwatching groups, 
or for friends and families looking for an adventurous place for a get 
together. Please email skiddawhouse@yahoo.co.uk to enquire about 
a group booking.

oPening DateS
We are open to all from March to October, group bookings only  
over winter.

BEDrOOm

COmmOn rOOm


